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I r r""-, fair to say that the American Astronomical Society (AAS) - considering
itself primarily as an organization of research astronomers - has had an ambivalent
relationship with the world of astronomy education. While some members have felt
that it was important for the Society to play an active role in this arena, many others
looked upon educational work with disinterest and even disdain. Some officers bf the
Society occasionally advocated significantly greater AAS involvement in education, but
the Council rarely followed up with the sustained political will or the resources needed
to bring about effective change.

Our examination of Society records and publications shows that enthusiasm for
astronomy education seems to have come in cycles - with periods of more concen-
trated activity alternating with stretches of unmourned inactivity. As summarized in
Table 1., some education committee or task force would generally begin with great
enthusiasm to reform or revive some aspects of education, only to fade away after a

few years as its leaders became tired or felt that they did not have the support of the
community. Then, often after a dormant period, a new generation of "reformers"
would tackle the same issues (occasionally even using the same language and the same
suggested solutions as their rallying cry), only to fall prey to the same problems or lack
of support. And when Society leaders did take a more active interest in educational
matters, it was often motivated (as it appears to be at the time we are writing this
history) by concerns over jobs for astronomy graduates, and whether there were too
few or too many astronomers to fill the positions then available to them.

Such ambivalence may be natural for a Society whose primary aim is encouraging
research, but it also means that the kind of national coordination that has helped many
of the research branches of astronomy become more effective has frequently been
absent in the field of astronomy education. Despite many good educational initiatives
from the AAS over the years, such lack of coordination continues to hamper efforts to
improve astronomy education even today. We note that there has never been a journal
or magazine devoted to astronomy education, and that some of the most important
symposia in the field have been organized outside the aegis of the AAS (although they
frequently obtained AAS co-sponsorship later for the prestige it afforded).

DEFINING ASTRONOMY EDUCATION

One crucial question, which was to emerge again and again in the relationship of
the AAS and astronomy education, concerned what the term was to mean. To many
astronomers, especially in the early years, astronomy education meant the training of
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THE EARLY DAYS

The birth of the AAS corresponded to a generally discouraging time in astronomy
education in the U.S. A series of academic conferences arranged by a group of ten
college presidents and high school principals, known as "the Committee of Ten," in the
last decade of the nineteenth century - reflecting broad trends in educational
reform - had recommended (among other things) that astronomy be eliminated as a
required course for college admission, and that physics, chemistry, and biology be
emphasized. As an elective course not required for college, what little astronomy was
still offered soon suffered from lack of enrollments, and the subject eventually disap-
peared from the curricula of most high schools and thus from the preparation of most
elementary school teachers as well. \

As a result, between the years 1900 and 1915 astronomy suffered a "precipitous
decline in high school and college."[1] The inertia from these early school reform efforts
left both pre-college and college astronomy education for non-scientists in a state of
disarray and impoverishment from which it did not really recover until the Sputnik era
ushered in its wave of funding for expanded science training.

The first record we have of an education paper at an AAS meeting was of one
given by Sarah F. Whiting of Wellesley College at the Society's fourth meeting, in
December 7902. The paper is listed by title only: "Astronomical Laboratory Work for
Large Classes."[2] She gave another education-related paper at the seventh meeting,
but there is little record of other members following suit.

During the course of the twelfth meeting in August 191,1,, the Council appointed a
Committee on Cooperation in the Teaching of Astronomy, chaired by C. L. Doolittle of
the University of Pennsylvania. One of the committee's first tasks, in 7972, was to
undertake a survey of the availability of astronomy courses at a range of colleges and
universities.

The report of the survey began with an eloquent statement that seems as appro-
priate today as it was almost a century ago: "At its late meeting in Ottawa, [the SocietyJ
was mindful of the fact that the advancement of science depends not only on the
discovery of new truth, but on the diffusion of knowledge, and the scientific spirit
which creates a friendly atmosphere for its reception. The Society considered the
deplorable ignorance of persons, otherwise intelligent, in regard to the everyday
phenomena of the sky, and the fact that astronomy lags behind the other sciences in
adopting the modern method of laboratory work by the student." The 80 replies
received, the committee reported, were disheartening. "Only a very small proportion of
college men and women know much about anything off this little planet."[3]

The committee asked for the assistance of the Society in devising constructive
plans for improving the situation, but no further reports on this subject appear in the
Society's publications and the committee was abolished (with a list of other inactive
groups) at the 26th meeting in 1.921..

In 1915, the AAS held its 18th meeting in San Francisco and Berkeley, in what was
to be the first of several joint meetings with the Astronomical Society of the Pacific
(ASP). The ASP had been founded ten years before the AAS as an outgrowth of the
cooperation between professional and amateur astronomers during the eclipse of
]anuary 1, 1889. Despite its regional name and origins, it would grow to be a national
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THE 1950s: THE ERA OF THE CEA

By the mid-1950s, however, much of the intensity of the war years was forgotten
and the country settled into a more routine existence. The AAS resumed its strong
focus on astronomical research and instrumentation. Freeman Miller, an active member
of the Teachers' Committee between 1948 and 1,954, recalls that he and Allan Hynek
were often "fed up with lack of support by the Council [for the Teachers' Committee]."
He remembers that they did "pry enough money from the Council to circulate a
questionnaire to all astronomy departments, asking about their interests in education;
possibly the response contributed to our feeling of lack of interest."[8] Between 1953
and 7956, committee members did write an occasional column called "Sky & Teacher"
in Sky €t Telescope rnagazine, however, to keep the astronomical community awure of
educational projects and issues.

At the 92nd meeting, in April 7955, the Council was asked to pass a resolution in
resPonse to a National Science Foundation panel considering "the relation of
astronomy to the general public." The resolution read in part:

It is the opinion of the panel that astronomy does not fare as well in lthis area] as many
of its sister sciences, and that more attention should be given by professional astrono-
mers to matters of inspiring future public and government understanding, interest in,
and support of astronomy... . The Council of the Society, therefore, recognizes that a
definite need exists for the dissemination to the public at large of accurate astronomical
information, consistent with the dignity of the science; deplores that, in the past, some
stigma appeared to be attached to such activities; and recommends that astronomers
devote reasonable time and effort to the preparation of popular, non-technical articles
and lectures on astronomy and closely allied topics.[9]

The problem the resolution referred to was dramatically illustrated just two meet-
ings later, when the Chair of the Teachers' Committee, Carl Bauer of Penn State,
resigned, saying that he had had trouble getting cooperation from members in setting
up an educational session for the meeting. Bauer's words, as reported in the Council
minutes, were that "it appeared as though these members felt that a certain stigma
attaches to being asked to do something for the Teachers'Committee."[10] The Council
expressed surprise and appointed a panel of former Teachers' Committee Chairs,
headed by Helen Dodson of the University of Michigan, as an advisory committee on
educational policy.

After hearing the report of the Dodson committee at their next session (the 95th
meeting of the AAS in late 1956), the Council dissolved the Teachers' Committee and
established a new Committee on Education in Astronomy (CEA), whose members
would be appointed at the following meeting. It was during the same Council discus-
sion, by the way, that the suggestion of what would eventually become the Shapley
lectures was raised. The concept was borrowed from an NSF-sponsored program at the
American Mathematical Societf , and would involve visits from astronomers to smaller
or less research-oriented colleges, often ones without active astronomy programs, to
encourage the appreciation of astronomy by faculty, students, and the public. The
AAS's project began in1957 with the help of the NSF, and was first called the "Visiting
Professors Program." Renamed in honor of Harlow Shapley after his death, it continues
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right context however; this was a time when the work of the Society was done entirely
by volunteers and any new tasks would fall on the shoulders of such volunteers or
would require grants to be written by volunteers to NSF. Indeed, it was discussions like
the one generated by the Christie report that led the Council around this time to
explore the idea of a paid executive officer for the first time.

CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

As part of the implementation of the Christie report, the CEA sought NSF funding
for a conference on graduate education in astronomy, which was held in October 1.962

at Indiana University. Organized by Chamberlain and a committee that included
Donald Osterbrock, Lyman Spitzer, Jesse Greenstein, and Harold Weaver (all ofYhem
future officers of the Society), the conference brought together representative faculty
and administrators from many institutions.[1a] Participants discussed the goals of
graduate education, the curricula needed to achieve these goals, and the problems of
recruiting outstanding students for the field. As George Abell summarized the confer-
ence a few years later, "there was considerable disagreement about what the
curriculum should be, and there wasn't even great agreement on what the goals should
be."[15] However, departments learned a great deal about how other institutions oper-
ated, and some curricular changes were made at both the graduate and undergraduate
level, especially as they related to the importance of a good background in physics to
modern astronomical research. A similar set of conferences would be held by the AAS
in 7996, but responding to an employment crisis of opposite direction-not too few
astronomers but too few jobs.

In August't969, at the 130th meeting, the CEA sponsored a conference on educa-
tional issues, the first such conference held as a regular part of an AAS meeting for well
over a decade. After a keynote address by then CEA Chair Abell, six other speakers
considered various aspects of astronomy education from the graduate to the K-12
level.[16]

In his eloquent review, Abell brought out a number of the issues facing those
concerned about astronomy education in the late 1960s, including lack of training in
modern astronomy among many community college, high school, and elementary
school teachers, planetarium staff, reporters, and college graduates in general. He
discussed the increasing growth of unskeptical belief in such pseudo-sciences as
astrology, problems with the difficulty of some of the science reform curricula which
had been devised in the 1960s, and student dissatisfaction with some of the features of
the college education system (large lecture classes, memorization of facts as a prime
standard for good grades, and the lack of relevance in the curriculum). He admonished
his colleagues that, "if we do not furn our attention somehow to finding solutions [to
these problems], we may find that science in general, and astronomy in particular, will
suffer from a grave lack of support." These were prescient words, perhaps even more
relevant in our own era of shrinking budgets and growing public expectations than
they were in the turbulent 1960s.

Independently, Elske v. P. Smith and Don Wentzel (both of the University of
Maryland) organized a workshop, one day after the same AAS meeting, on laboratory
exercises in astronomy aimed at college non-science students.[17] To everyone's
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Figure 2. Baftj. Bok, circa1978, was president of the AAS from 1972to
1974, and at that time chaired the AAS "Aims Committee" on manpower
to assess the needs of the profession. Photograph courtesy Bart Bok,
DeVorkin collection.

August 7971., Bart Bok, one of the Society Vice-Presidents, rose to discuss at length the
problem of unemployment among Ph.D. astronomers. He suggested that President
Martin Schwarzschild appoint a committee to look into the matter, and found himself
duly designated chair of an ad hoc "Committee on Manpower and Employment in
Astronomy" along with Abell, D. van Blerkom, Don Goldsmith and ]ohn Trasco.

Schwarzschild asked them to provide an interim report at the next AAS meeting.
Included among the Committee's recommendations as reported at the San ]uan
meeting in December 1.971, were the following suggestions:

"Astronomy granting degree institutions should be encouraged to prepare their
prospective graduates for careers in teaching, in which many of them will find them-
selves.

We must help our Ph.D.'s and MA's...to develop ways in which they can apply for
astronomically-oriented positions outside traditional colleges, universities, government
laboratories and observatories... . [They especially emphasized educational positions in
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did not consider educational work beyond the regular college courses as an activity
that would further an astronomer's career; at least two of the original members of the
TGEA were told this quite explicitly by senior colleagues. This was a time when Carl
Sagan's public activities (years before the Cosmos television series) were regarded skep-
tically by many astronomers and sometimes condemned as oversimplifying
astronomy. Among those who became active in the TGEA were astronomers at
museums and planetaria, as well as those teaching at institutions where research was
not required.

Table 2lists some of the projects undertaken by the TGEA, both under the initial
leadership of Wentzel and Verschuur, and when Paul Knappenberger, of the Science
Museum of Virginia, took over their position three years later. Note that many of these
projects were initiated or undertaken by other organizations or institutions, but

TABLE 2. Some TGEA Projects 1972-1979.

Project Leaders

Astronomy in the National Parks (sky interpretation
workshops and materials for park rangers)

Traveling Exhibit on Cosmology for Planetaria

Four Brochures for High School Students on Topics
at the Forefront of Astronomical Research

A Pilot Program of Radio Spots on Astronomical
Developments (begun in Virginia)

Listings of Astronomy Education Resources (began
before TGEA)

Annotated List of Astronomy Lab Activities

A Collection of lntroductory Astronomy Course
Syllabi

Workshops on Effective Astronomy Teaching and
Student Reasoning Ability (which resulted in a
published workbook)

TGEA Newsletter (with eventual circulation of 560)

Collections of Astronomy Activities for the Classroom

Syndicated Newspaper Column on Astronomy (ASP
& AAS)

The Bok Prize for Outstanding High School Projects
in Astronomy (begun by Boston U. and later taken
over by the TGEA and ASP)

AAS Booth at Meetings of the National Science
Teachers' Association

Coordination with Other Organizations, including the
American Association of Physics Teachers, American
Chemical Society, AAAS, ASP, etc.

Von Del Chamberlain

Frank Jettner, Charles Smith

Gerrit Verschuur
Paul Knappenberger

Charles Smith,
Paul Knappenberger,

Richard Berendzen,
David DeVorkin

Haym Kruglak

James Wertz

Dennis Schatz,
Andrew Fraknoi,
R. Robert Robbins,
Charles Smith,
Paul Knappenberger

Don Wentzel,
Gerrit Vershuur

Dennis Sunal

Andrew Fraknoi

Michael Papagiannis

William Straka

TGEA Members
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University of California, Berkeley, obtained NSF support for this project. Two work-
shops were offered (in 7977 and 1978) and the materials from them were judged to be
sufficiently useful to warrant wider dissemination.

The publication that resulted, Effectir:e Astronomy Teaching and Student Reasoning

Ability by Dennis Schatz, Andrew Fraknoi, Robert Robbins, and Charles Smith (1978,

Lawrence Hall of Science), was distributed to instructors around the country and
became quite influential in the small world of astronomy education. Much of the later
work in developing effective astronomy activities in such programs as Project STAR at
the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics and Project ASTRO at the ASP drew
inspiration from this pioneering work.

Two of the leaders of this first workshop, Schatz and Fraknoi (then of Cafrada
College and later of the ASP) went on to lead a series of workshops specifically for
teachers in grades 3-12 around the country, mostly through the ASP but dor other
organizations as well (including the IAU and National Science Teachers Association).
These workshops, now called "TheUnioerse in the Classroom," are still continuing at ASP
meetings today. When the AAS later introduced its own workshops for high school
teachers, called "Astronomer for a Dayi' the synergy continued with many of the
materials and quite a few of the speakers coming from the ASP's workshops and
publications.

Later, in 7984, the ASP and the AAS began a joint project to publish a newsletter
on astronomy for teachers in grades 3-12, also called The Unioerse in the Classroom and
edited by Fraknoi, but written with the help of many members of both Societies. Word
about the free newsletter spread quickly and within a little more than a year, more than
10,000 requests for subscriptions had come in from around the U.S. and Canada.

Figure 3. Joseph M. Chamberlain receiving the
Klumpke-Roberts Award of the ASP, 1988. Photo-
graph by A. Fraknoi.
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ex officio member of the Council. This new AAS Officer would serve as press liaison,
coordinate the work of the TGEA, and oversee the other ongoing educational programs
of the Society, such as the Shapley lectures and responding to public inquiries. Secre-
tarial support would be provided, but there would be no salary for the person in the
position.

Subsumed in the new position was the work of AAS Public Information Repre-
sentative (PIR), which had been created in 1973 in response to one of the recommen-
dations of the Bok Committee Report of 1977. At the urging of the TGEA, the Council
instituted the office, (later changed to Press Officer) whose duties were to reach out to
the news media. Of all the innovations during the TGEA era, this was probably the
most effective one in the long run. The first PIR, appointed in 1973, was Kenneth L.
Franklin of the Hayden Planetarium, briefly joined by William j. Kaufmann of the
Griffith Observatory. They began to invite reporters to AAS meetings, tg issue press
releases for them about newsworthy work being discussed, and to arrange interviews
with scientists during the course of the meeting.

The job was eventually combined with the work of the new Education Officer in
1.979 and taken on by Harry Shipman, of the University of Delaware, but by 1984 it was
clear that the two volunteer jobs really needed separate individuals. Steve Maran of
NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center has held the post ever since, becoming over the
years one of the most effective disseminators of science information to the media in the
country. Largely as a result of his efforts, the AAS is now widely held up by reporters
as a model for how scientific societies should conduct their meetings to be of maximum
utility to the media. (See chapter on the Press Office, page 213.)

Figure 5. Left: Andrew Fraknoi in the mid-1980s. ASP Archives. Right: Harry Shipman in the early-1990s. Univer-
sity of Delaware photo by Jack Buxbaum.



'(o)roJ >lrom al€ralrl dgerrSolouq)a+ arour p ur€rl o1 Surdlaq w snql pu€) por{laru rrJrl
-uans ar{l Jo ssaualrpaJ;a pue anl€A aql al€pardde srals8unod s,uoqeu aqt 8u1dpq uI
Iool InJraMod e sean sorusoJ ar{} Jo uorle.roldxa rno Jo luaua}rJxa ar{l'1no palurod goda.l
aql'lnq'saRuouoJa uersv r{llm alppaduror aJoru drlunor aq+ a{€tu Jo 'srsrJJ d8raua aql
allos 'saseasrp arn) ol alqp aq 1ou deu sraruouorlsv [Zz]'uodar s1r ur alor luerrtrru8rs
e Sururnsse uorleJnpa rlllm ,,'uorleu aql ol slrJauaq,, s,druouorlse uo laued lenads
€ papnllul'dpruS paru€^pv roJ alnlqsul ar{l Jo II€)r{€g uqo{ dq parreqr /s066I aq+
ol prElvlro;8uqoo1 'danrns I{Jns +uaDar +sour arIJ'sar)ue8u 8urpury IpJapaJ aql ol luory
pa+Iun e ur sarllJorrd queasal sll Surluasa.rd 'uorssa;o.rd aql Jo spaau ar{l Jo ,,daAJns
I€p€f,ap,, e paztue8Jo peq dlrdnuruo) IeJrurouoJls€ aql /sapeJap 

IeJaAas Jod

urege sraruouorlse roJ suo'rsod luauerurad 'uo aro^ ff:lt# Tfl#"3i:Tt:Hfi3
alerpaunul ol aJuelalar Jlaql a+€Jlsuoruap papunJ aram ler{l sweJSord leql puewap
Sursea.rcul aq+ pue swe"r8o,rd Jrlsauop dueru punJ ol aJuepnlal puorssar8uo3bsuas
o1 ue8aq'splalJ rar{}o dueur a>1q 'druouorlse 'ue8aq s0661 ar{+ sV 'anp aruoraq plnom
Surpu_ads l€r{+ 11e roJ slllq aqt uar{rur uaddeq plnom +eq,vr roJ uraruoc e olnr-a8,;eqr
o1 ue8a_q aperap +€r{+ Jo rpnru pazrrap€reqr 1d13uorm ro dllq8rr; tpqt wslurldo pue
uorsuudxa;o 8ur1aa; aql's086t aq13u1mp dn 1lrnq slrrrJap p8pnq Ieuoqeu aqt sV

VUI ,,NOIIVN IIHT OI SIIf,i[NlIfl.. IIHI

('llar\ se qaM opIM plroM aq+ uo pallnsuor aq uef, pue ,aldoad 
OOg lnoqe

ol palnqlJlsrp d11ua.unJ sr tlJlqrlt) sans$ uorleJnpa uo aJrAJas lrpursmau )ruorpala ue
pue s8urlaa_ru SVV +€ suorssas Jo reqrunu € parosuods seq 'sesue;X yo dlrsranrun aql Jo
IM€IIS uaqdalS dq papeaq'dnor5 3uq.ro14 aql'reJ oS'SVV ar{+ u1rlllm.{1r1uapr dnoi8
P t{llm uorl€Jnpa uI palsalalur sJaqwatu asor{l aprnord ppo/v\ pue Surlaaru dlartog
elues er{l l€ raded qJreaser e se Ilalvr se raded uorl€f,npa ue luasa"rd ol sraqruaw SW 1v\oll€ plno1v\ dnorS € rlrns Jo arualsxa aqJ 'uo4ernpg durouo.4sv uo dnorS 8uryroM
€ pauroJ preog drosrnpy uoqe)npg aqt'L66I u1 '1sod ar{l plaq al€q euozrry;o dlrs
-ra^run arl+ Jo 61s1oqa1 [,ne1pue 'a3a11o] {)olaarlM Jo r{)uarc €puI"I ,uar{l arurs .066L
uI 'TdI Jo rauu€H €r{u€I{ '{ar.rJJO uorl€rnpg umo s+r palurodde a)uarrs d.re1aue14 ,roy
uorsrlrC aql'SW aql roJ ldatuot rerIJJO uorlprnpfl aql Jo ssar)ns aql dq pa;rdsul

'sa^lasuaql suorssas sw aql Jo auos puaDe o+
pa8ernorua_aq plnom srarlJpal aql pue's.rolernpa durouorlse dq suorssas pue $llel r{+rm
paluarualddns aq plnom sJaruouorls€ r{Jreasar dq q1e1 aq1 ,sread ra+el uI [[z],,.(uorssas
SVV Iear e a{{ lsnf; lnp atuos pue '8ur1r)xa auros 'lr.ralosa auros '8u4sJ.ra1ul s€1y1

pr€ar{ daql leqrvr Jo aruos 'puelsrapun plnoJ sraqJeal ar{l ler{l la^al e l€ lnq ,8ur1aaur

a)uarrs rlJreasal e,, se pa[Iq se1v\ l€q1vr ur paledDrped s,raqJeal s€xal gg ,(urlsny ur)
doqopozvt IsJIJ ar{l Surrnq 'sraqJea} a)uarf,s Iooq)s q8rq "roy doqsryorw ,,f,n1.e,o; ra.u
-ouoJlsv,, lsrrJ slr paraJJo svv aql leql'gg6l drenue{ ur'uor1e;1srunupe s,uaqlol Japun
sen\ lI 'ueurdrqg patelda,r erur8rrn ;o dlrsranrun aql Jo ilaqloJ salrprl] ,9g6l uI

'ra#aFmaN SW alqt ur'.ra1e1 'pue SW aW lo uqallng aql uI
.readde rarrJJ_O uope)npg ar{l Jo spodar.rep8aS 'a)IJJO uor+ernpg arl+ uI palep{osuor
aur€f,aq rue;So;d uolleJnpa Svy er{l Jo aroru pue orotu se deztae drls o1 ue8aq dl4uapr
aleredas EI s0861 ?rI+ uT q8noqlle'anqf,e IIqs sem VgDJ aql'dlarcos or{} roJ roleurproor
uorl€ruroJur rqqnd pu€ uorl€Jnpa rlloq se dlnp Jo rnol .read xrs s,uerudrqS Surrng

60Z + AJIIIf,OS .IVf,II^IONOUJSV NVf,rugNV IIHJ CINV NOIJVf,NCIg AruoNouJSV



270 * ANDREW FnexNoI AND DoNer WrNTzrT

Many astronomers began to see that a modestly increased emphasis on astronomy
education could be a politically and socially valuable step for the community to take.
And, as in the 7970s, the education sector continued to be a source of employment for
graduates of astronomy programs who could not obtain research positions. Several
candidates for AAS offices ran and won on platforms of increased attention to educa-
tion.

Among the suggestions of the Bahcall survey report was that the AAS might
consider instituting a prize for education (in addition to the various prizes it gave for
research). As it happened, Bahcall was elected President of the AAS from 1,990 to 7992
and after sharing a taxi with the President of the Annenberg Foundation, took steps to
create the Annenberg Foundation Award, funded by the Foundation on a five-year trial
basis, to recognize achievement by an astronomer in the field of education and gublic
outreach. The rules for the prize were recommended to the Council by the Education
Advisory Board, and the first winner, in 7992, was, appropriately, Carl Sagan. Unlike
the other AAS awards, this prize did not require its recipient to give an invited talk at
an AAS meeting. Still a way was found for each of the winners to speak at the meeting
where the Prize was awarded.

During the five years that the award was funded, however, the Annenberg Foun-
dation changed presidents and priorities, and after the fifth award, there was no
funding to continue the program and no active plan at the AAS to seek funding
elsewhere. As we write this history, the award has been suspended indefinitely. One
has to wonder whether the AAS Council would have accepted a new research prize
without a permanent endowment or allowed it to disappear without involving more of
the membership in efforts to find alternate funding?

ln 1997, Mary Kay Hemenway of the University of Texas became the third AAS
Education Officer and began to expand the activities of the Education Office signifi-
cantly. She became active in a number of science education organizations, including the
newly formed umbrella group called the Coalition for Earth Science Education.In1,992,
the Society received funding from NSF for the supervision of the national program of
"Astronomy Research Experiences for Undergraduates." Plans were also made to
aPPly for a substantial NSF grant to fund a national program of secondary-school
"Teacher Resource Agents" in astronomy, modeled on a successful program in physics
run by the American Association of Physics Teachers. This grant was received by the
AAS and an extensive program of teacher training was undertaken between 1994 and
1,996.

At the meeting of the Council in june '1.993, Hemenway set off a fire-storm of
discussion by requesting one-quarter time salary support for her work as Education
Officer. She was existing on soft money at her own institution, but there was also a
sense that the level of activity in the Education Office was significantly greater than a
volunteer should be asked to supervise. In response, President Sidney Wolff (NOAO)
formed an ad hoc committee, chaired by Council member Suzan Edwards of Smith
College, to review education policy and operations within the AAS and recommend
how the Council should deal with Hemenway's precedent-setting request.
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In the meantime, in 1996, the Council approved a new structure for the AAS

education effort. The older Education Advisory Board and the more recent Education

Policy Board would be merged into a single Education Board, headed by an elected

volunteer Education Officer. Bruce Partridge of Haverford College assumed this role in
1.997 and his group is charged with continuing some of the policy initiatives and

community-wide discussions of the Policy Board. In addition, the Society has hired a

half-time paid Education Coordinator (Douglas Duncan of the University of Chicago)

who will begin an active campaign to expand the educational activities of the Society

in many areas. With a budget from the AAS limited essentially to the funds generated

by the $10 dues increase, Duncan will search for funds elsewhere and leverage the

efforts of other institutions and organizations, much as the TGEA did in the 1970s.

Is the current effort for more educational involvement by the AAS simply another

crest in a wave of interest in education, which will subside as time goes on? Or will the

reality of a paid education staff member make a permanent institutional differrence for
education at the Society? We leave this question for future historians to ponder, noting
only that the challenges facing our Society (and our society) at all levels of education
remain formidable and worthy of our best efforts.


